Medial canthal reconstruction by a modified glabellar flap.
To present a modified technique for the preparation of glabellar skin flaps to reconstruct medial canthal defects. Ten consecutively treated patients were included who had skin defects after resection of skin tumours like basal cell carcinomas in the medial canthal area of a medium vertical diameter of 2.5 cm. The defects were closed by preparation of a modified glabellar flap. The pedicle of the flap was guided through a skin tunnel prepared diagonally at the root of the nose. The pedicle was resected 4 weeks after the initial surgery. In all 10 cases, the procedure was adequate for reconstruction of the defect. There were no flap necroses and the cosmetic results were favourable in all cases. The resection of the pedicle could be performed easily in an out-patient procedure 4 weeks after the operation. Glabellar flaps are established procedures to reconstruct medium to large defects of the medial canthus. Skin distortion in the area of the flap pedicle leading to a skin bulge and visible scars at the root of the nose and medial transposition of the eye brows can be reduced by a modification of the surgical technique preparing a skin tunnel for the flap pedicle. In our hands, the cosmetic results are better with the modified technique in comparison to the original procedure.